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made Ambaji Purandare his mutalik or principal agent
and Ramji Mahadev Bhanu his confidential clerk.

Order had now been restored by the talents and skill
of Shahu's minister. To celebrate his victories the king
invited Kanhoji Angre to visit him. Angre obeyed the
summons and met his master at Jejuri in the spring of
1718. The temple of Jejuri has several times been
mentioned in these pages. It was there that Shivaji greeted
Shahaji when the father brought to the son the peace
offers of Bijapur. Jejuri was then a tiny place but in
the early years of Shahu's reign, it had been greatly
improved and enlarged by Krishnarao of Khatao, who
although a freelance, was in religious matters strictly
orthodox and was highly esteemed by his countrymen as
the author of a Sanskrit work on tho 1000 names of the
god Vishnu. The present noble structure, one of the
wonders of the Deccan, was built long afterwards by
Ahalyabai and Tukoji Holkar. The deity worshipped in
the Jejuri temple is the god Khandoba, an incarnation
from the god Shiva, A legend relates that in ancient
times ,some Brahmans were attacked and their property
carried off by a demon called Malla. The Brahmans
prayed to Shiva and he took the form of a warrior named
Khandoba and slew the demon. Before he died Malla
became a convert to Shaivism, whereupon both he and
Khandoba were absorbed into Shiva.

Kanhoji Angre presented to the king a 'Nazar' or
tribute of sea-borne merchandise and received in exchange
a richly embroidered shawl. He stayed over the Holi
festival and in the time-honoured manner Shahu and his
nobles covered themselves with red liquid. From Jejuri
the king and his court moved to Satara. There Shahu
and Angre removed in prolonged conversations all possible
causes of misunderstanding. After a further exchange of
presents Angre took an affectionate farewell of his sovereign
and returned to his strongholds on the western coast.